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$750,000

Approved

Agency:  Commerce, Community and Economic Development
Grants to Named Recipients (AS 37.05.316)

Federal Tax ID: 92-0029566Grant Recipient:  Tanana Valley State Fair Association

Project Title: Project Type: Remodel, Reconstruction and Upgrades

Tanana Valley State Fair Association - ADA Compliance
Grant

State Funding Requested: $750,000 House District: Fairbanks Areawide (7-11)
One-Time Need

Brief Project Description:
A grant to the Tanana Valley State Fair for general upgrades to facilities and access points in order to
comply with the tenets of the Americans with Disabilities Act.

Funding Plan: 
Total Project Cost:  $1,900,000 
Funding Already Secured:  ($0)
FY2013 State Funding Request:  ($750,000)
Project Deficit:  $1,150,000 
Funding Details:

No previous funding for this project. We make repairs annually to existing facilities as needed. We paid $40K in bathroom/plumbing

repairs in 2010 alone.

Detailed Project Description and Justification:
General upgrades will be made to parking areas, restrooms, exhibit halls, entrance points and public walkways throughout
the fairgrounds.  Grant funds will be used at the discretion of the Board of Directors to address needs seen as most critical
and beneficial to the organization, fair-goers and fair participants.

Project Timeline:
Project would begin immediately upon receipt of funding. Work would be scheduled for completion within one year of
starting.

Entity Responsible for the Ongoing Operation and Maintenance of this Project:
The Tanana Valley State Fair Association

Grant Recipient Contact Information:
Name: Randi Carnahan
Title: Executive Director
Address: 1800 College Road

Fairbanks, Alaska 99709
Phone Number: (907)451-5560
Email: randi@tananavalleyfair.org
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Has this project been through a public review process at the local level and is it a community priority? X Yes No

For use by Co-chair Staff Only:

Page 2

Contact Name: Joe Hardenbrook
Contact Number: 465-3887

3:15 PM 5/2/2012



Tanana Valley State Fair Association 
Attn: Randi Carnahan / Executive Director 
1800 College Road 
Fairbanks, AK  99709 
January 15, 2012 

Senators Joe Thomas, Joe Paskvan, and John Coghill Jr., and 
Representatives Alan Dick, Eric Feige, Neal Foster, David Guttenberg, Reggie 
Joule, Scott Kawasaki, Bob Miller, Mark Neuman, Bill Stoltze, Steve Thompson, 
and Tammie Wilson 
Alaska State Legislature 
State Capitol 
Juneau, AK 99801 

Dear Sirs: 

I am writing today to request your assistance and consideration for a series of  
capital improvement projects we are seriously in need of here at the Tanana 
Valley State Fairgrounds.  

The average annual attendance at the fair each year is nearly 120,000. Over 12% 
of Alaskans cope with some form of disability, and the senior population 
continues to grow. While we dedicate ourselves to putting on a Fair each year that 
is representative of the entire community and region, a large number of 
individuals in the community have difficulty in participating due to 
mobility/accessibility problems they encounter with our infrastructure once they 
arrive.  

For the past two years, we have been working closely with Access Alaska, and the 
Wallbusters Advocacy Group to identify all of the areas here on the fairgrounds 
that pose difficulties, and in some cases severe challenges to senior citizens, and 
persons with disabilities attending the fair, or one of the other events held on the 
fairgrounds each year. During the 2010 Fair we invited a large group of evaluators 
from the above mentioned groups to meet with vendors, walk the grounds, and go 
through our buildings identifying accessibility issues. The results of their findings 
were documented for us in a 78 page report (which I have included here), that 
became the blueprint for our needed upgrades. The Tanana Valley State Fair 
Association is working directly with all Fair vendors to have their booth spaces 
100% accessible beginning this year ( Vendors were notified of the 2011 deadline 
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in 2009). Many of the remaining accessibility issues noted in the report remain 
out of our financial realm of what we are able to accomplish on our limited funds.  

Please review the enclosed capital project description, additional information I’ve 
included regarding our organization, and letters of community support. I 
appreciate your time, and can be reached any time to answer questions, or provide 
additional information. 

Sincerely, 

Randi Carnahan 
Executive Director 
Tanana Valley State Fair Association 
randi@tananavalleyfair.org 
office: 907-451-5560 
mobile: 907-590-1166 

Enclosure 
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